
Hazard Description   
Wildland fires are uncontrolled fires in forests, woodlands, brush or grasslands. Most are caused by
human error. Wildland fires pose threats to people, pets, and livestock in areas where human
development intermixes with, and is adjacent to wildland vegetation. This area is termed the
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) – Map 1 below is the WUI map for the Squaxin Island Tribe Planning
Area. Wildland fires also destroy valuable resource lands, wildlife habitat, powerlines, pipelines,
communication and transportation infrastructure. Impacts of a major fire can be amplified by
subsequent effects of landslides and flooding during heavy rains.
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Map 1

Factors Contributing to Wildfires

Wildland-Urban Interface Communities at Risk
The areas show in red on the map above represent areas where wildfire risk is a concern. Multiple 
layers of data are overlaid to determine wildfire risk areas.  The data used includes:
- Population  - Vegetation types                           - Slope                  - Aspect
- Soil moisture data  - Available Water Capacity based on soil type

Exposure to Wildfires from Direct Sources
Wildfire exposure is calculated based on wildfire likelihood and proximity to large areas of flammable 
wildland vegetation (at least two square miles). Any community that is located where there is a chance 
wildfire could occur is exposed to wildfire. Directly exposed homes are located in an area considered to be 
covered by flammable wildland vegetation. Indirectly exposed homes are located within 1 mile of a large 
area considered to be covered by flammable wildland vegetation. Nonexposed homes are located more 
than 1 mile from a large area considered to be covered by flammable wildland vegetation. Exposure is the 
intersection of wildfire likelihood and intensity. Communities can be directly exposed to wildfire from 
adjacent wildland vegetation, or indirectly exposed to wildfire from embers and home-to-home ignition.  
Approximately 66 percent of the area defined below has direct exposure (Wildfire Risk to Communities).

https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/overview/53/53045/
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