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JANUARY 2026

Greetings, shellfish harvesters! On behalf of Squaxin Island Natural Resources 
and shellfish program staff, this article serves as an update for the 2024-2025 
intertidal clam and oyster season (December 2024-November 2025). We have 
included annual harvest data for clams and oysters, intertidal program updates, 
other shellfish news, and options for communicating with Natural Resources 
regarding shellfish-related concerns. 

Manila Clams
During the 2024-2025 season, the Tribe harvested 999,076 pounds of Man-
ila clams. This means for the second year in a row the Tribe has harvested ap-
proximately 1 million pounds. This is a huge accomplishment as only 10 years 
ago the Tribe was harvesting about half that amount (see figure #1 on page 2).
		 The Tribe’s annual clam harvest continues to increase over time due to a 
combination of factors: having access to more beaches (tribal, state and privately 
owned), more tribal harvesters participating in the fishery, naturally high pro-
ductivity coupled with enhancement efforts, along with management strategies 
designed to create more harvester opportunity. 
		 Shellfish program staff continue to survey new beaches and expand the 
private tideland program. Each year we survey about 100 private tidelands. 
“Survey season” begins roughly in March/April when lower tides are during the 
daytime and ends in September/October. This optimizes survey results as well as 
team availability. 

Pacific Oysters
Shellfish program staff continue to explore options for growing and managing 
the wild Pacific oyster fishery. Wild Pacific oysters do not naturally recruit in 
the Southern Puget Sound on a regular basis, but rather episodically and spor-
adically. In fact, the Tribe started harvesting oysters again in 2016 after observing 
an unprecedented natural set in Hammersley Inlet and surrounding areas. 
		 In 2025, we had 4 oyster picks total, which provided 70 individual har-

vester opportunities. Oyster picks are 
primarily done on state tidelands (the 
Dikes, Gallaghers, etc.) and occasion-
ally on private tidelands. Typically, we 
do not schedule oyster picks in the 
summertime due to warmer weather. 
This is because Vibrio, a type of bac-
teria which can cause food borne ill-
ness, thrives in higher temperatures. 
Washington Department of Health 
restricts the time of year oysters may 
be harvested, so this creates a shorter 
window for scheduling oyster picks.
		 We continue to monitor local-
ized populations of oysters in hopes of 
providing more harvester opportunity 
in coming years.

European Green Crab (EGC)
Squaxin Island Tribe was recently 
awarded a grant for monitoring Euro-

pean Green Crab (EGC). The 
EGC is a worldwide invasive 
species known for its voracious 
diet and destructive behavior. 
EGC invasion threatens native 
shellfish species, eelgrass beds, 
aquaculture industry, and other 
environmental and cultural val-
ues important to the Tribe. 
		 European Green Crab 
have not yet been detected 
in Southern Puget Sound, 
but have now been spotted in 
Northern Puget Sound. Shell-
fish program staff are now 
monitoring for their presence 
to protect tribal resources, espe-
cially intertidal shellfish which 
are highly vulnerable to EGC. 
We are also developing infra-
structure and resources neces-
sary to respond to an eventual 

Squaxin Island Natural Resources - Shellfish Update 2025

Continued on Page 2
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Community

10 S.E. Squaxin Lane
Shelton, WA  98584

PHONE:  (360) 426-9781
TOLL FREE: (877) 386.3649
FAX:  (360) 426-6577
www.squaxinisland.org

Articles and opinions expressed in this 
publication are not necessarily the opinions of 
this publication or the Tribal Council.

The Klah-Che-Min encourages Tribal Members 
to submit letters, articles, photographs and 
drawings to be considered for publication, but 
are subject to editing.

Contributing writers and artists include Squaxin 
Island community members and staff.

Submissions Deadline:  
15th of each month

SQUAXIN ISLAND 
TRIBAL COUNCIL:
Kris Peters:	      Chairman
Taylor Krise: 	      Vice Chairman
Jim Peters:	      Secretary
Joshua Whitener:     Treasurer
Jeremie Walls: 	      1st Council Member 
Vicki Kruger: 	        2nd Council Member 
Cameron Henry: 	     3rd Council Member 

Klah-Che-Min Staff:
Theresa M. Henderson: 
thenderson@squaxin.us
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arrival. Please report any suspected EGC sightings along with a picture to zcowan@squaxin.us and return the 
crab to its original habitat. 

Subtidal
Please stay tuned for updates on the geoduck and sea cucumber fisheries as the 2026 dive season approaches.

Other News
Current shellfish projects include transplanting cockles and spreading Olympia oyster culch on Squaxin Is-
land. The cockle and Olympia oyster were both known as first foods and once thrived on the island.  

Shellfish Update 2025
Continued from Page 1

		 In recent years, we have ob-
served significant cockle mortalities. 
This may be due to heat impacts, dis-
ease, and/or harmful algal blooms. In 
response to these mortalities, shellfish 
program staff have been experimenting 
with live cockles to see where an even-
tual clam garden may be possible. 
		 Also, Olympia oyster popu-
lations continue to be a fraction of 
what they were 100 years ago. We are 
exploring ways to help preserve this 
species in partnership with local and 
state organizations. One of our recent 
projects included spreading Olympia 
oyster culch in Palela Bay on Squaxin 
Island.
		 These efforts may eventually re-
sult in sustainable clam and oyster gar-
dens where community members have 
exclusive access to traditional foods. 

Contact Natural Resources 
Please feel free to contact shellfish pro-
gram staff directly at 360-432-3802 or 
use the Natural Resources department 
feedback form (use QR code below).

Figure #1
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Community

Feedback forms are available for tribal members to provide feedback at 
the top of each department's main page, as well as the Tribal Council 
page.Your valuable feedback will go directly to the director of the depart-
ment and Executive Director, Erika Thale. Please take time to let us know 
what great ideas and concerns you have.

Tribal Council Feedback forms:
squaxinisland.org

Squaxin Transit
(360) 280-7612   |   (360) 480-1402   |   (360) 432-3951



Community
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LINK: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SquaxinTCA
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Community

Hazel Lehman got quality work for November at Griffin Elementary! We are so proud of you and what a great student you are. 

Congrats Hazel Lehman!

Hazel also performed in her 4th and 
5th ballet and tap dance class. 

She is in her 3rd year at South Sound 
Dance. Mama and the family are so 
proud of you and look forward to 

your growth as a dancer!
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Learning Center

Bordeaux
Tamike Krise - As we head into a new year, we want to share some highlights from the last two months of 
2025 at Bordeaux Elementary. Our students were busy learning, creating, and connecting. They ended the 
year 2025 in a good way.
		 In November, our students celebrated Native American Heritage Month by creating cultural projects, prac-
ticing public speaking, and sharing parts of their heritage with their classmates. They also used words and phrases in  
Lushootseed and Tuwaduq, helping raise awareness of our languages in the school community.
		 Students also learned why this month matters — honoring our ancestors, building cultural pride, and 
understanding their role in keeping our traditions alive.
		 December brought winter spirit and community fun. Students enjoyed pajama days, holiday activities, 
and classroom events that brought everyone together. Even with the celebrations, our students stayed fo-
cused, wrapping up their assignments and finishing the 2025 school year strong. It was a fun and productive 
month.
		 We are ready to get into our new year 2026 feeling refreshed and motivated!

Important dates for January:
	•	 January 5: 	 Return from winter break
	• 	 January 14: 	 1.5-hour early release
	•	 January 19: 	 No school – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
	•	 January 28: 	 3-hour early release

Even the teachers go the opportunity to dance the Frog 
Song!

Finn Dorland and Matthew Plant as our 4th grade 
speakers

Jeremiah and our 4th grade drum group

Native Ed. 4th graders getting prepped for our assembly!

Our 4th grade Native Ed students!
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Learning Center

Shelton High School

Caleb Kinzner - Hi all, it is now the start of the 2nd trimester at OBJH. Students 
are off to a fresh start again, so please make sure they stay focused in school after 
winter break ends to keep their strong start going. 
		 I'm very proud of the work that all these students put in to get in all their 
missing work/tests at the end of the last trimester. I appreciate all of you parents/
guardians who helped them through the 1st trimester, whether it has been setting 
expectations or just instilling them with confidence. 
		 Please be on the lookout for syllabi that have gone home over these last two 
weeks, as they dictate students' grades for the first month. 
		 As always, we are available upstairs at the education center for after school 
homework help from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-Thursday, and I highly 
encourage students to come get some assistance. 
		 For Native American Heritage month, we had a recognition assembly that 
students were able to participate in, and also had community members from 
Squaxin and Skokomish participate. The students took a lot of ownership in the 
preparation for this assembly, as well as attending the assemblies at OMS and 
Bordeaux. 
		 Student of the month! The student of the month this month is Jayda 
Hawks. She has been a fantastic student so far this year and has carried that mo-
mentum into the new trimester. I anticipate her continuing her academic success 
not only for the rest of this year but into her freshman year next year also!
 

Oakland Bay Junior High

Jeremiah George with OBJH students

Elianna and LJ Land aknowledgement Jayda Hawks

Outside after OBJH Assembly

Isabelle LeClair - Hello from SHS!
		 This month I would like to give 
a special shout out… Jessica Ryker! Jes-
sica is a freshman here at Shelton High 
School and, so far, has been absolutely 
killing it! Jessica has had amazing at-
tendance all trimester long and on top 
of that she finished off her first trimes-
ter with all A’s, which is a very impres-
sive thing to do!! She has managed to 
balance school and a winter sport! Jes-
sica is on the girls JV basketball team! 
		 We are so proud of you, Jessica, 
and all the hard work you have put 
into this school year!
		  Lastly, just wanted to remind 
our kids - since we have started a new 
trimester - if anybody needs help dur-
ing or after school, please don't be 
afraid to reach out and get that little 
bit of extra support during those hard 
winter months of school! 
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Learning Center

Olympic Middle School
Kiana Wily  -  ha?A sleXil ?esXid Velep. I hope everyone had a great holiday and 
happy new year! Are you ready and rested for the second half of the school year? 
We ended the school year in a really good way, with multiple celebrations, strong 
attendance, and an improvement in missing assignments. I’m looking forward to 
seeing what the rest of the school year brings. My goal for the end of next semes-
ter is for more of our students to achieve 0 missing assignments.  

Jeremiah George leading our young drummer and dancers in song

OBJH Native Ed students visiting after the assembly

Our kiddos and their schoolmates 
watching Cecilia share her dance

Satayla, Olivia and Barney invited their 
friend to Drum Group

Taking the floor at our Native American Heritage Month Assembly

The OBJH boys standing with Barney at the assembly

Holiday fun
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Learning Center

Higher Education
If you haven’t done so already, please turn in final 
grades from fall quarter/semester ASAP.  
		 Also, if you have not competed your FASFA 
(2026-2027 school year), please do so ASAP.  
		 FAFSA launched in October 2025 and is open 
until June 30th, 2026. 
		 I hope everyone has a great winter quarter/
spring semester. 
		 If you have any questions regarding Higher 
Education or need assistance please feel free to con-
tact me.
		 Thank you,
		 Mandy
		 Phone: (360)432-3882
		 Email: mvalley@squaxin.us 

Teen Program 
HAPPY NEW YEAR FAMILY,
		 I hope everyone is off to an amazing start to 2026.
		 On December 20th, the teen program wrapped up the year with an unforgettable winter outing at Oly 
on Ice in Olympia. For many of our teens, this was their very first time putting on skates… which meant 
plenty of wobbly knees, cautious first steps, and a whole lot of laughter echoing around the rink.
		 Even with the chilly air, the energy was warm and full of excitement. Some teens surprised themselves 
by picking up skating quickly, while others held onto the wall and each other for a little moral support. 
Watching our brand-new skaters learn, fall, get back up, and cheer each other on was both hilarious and 
heartwarming. These moments of resilience, connection, and pure joy are exactly what make the teen pro-
gram so special.
		 Events like this continue to build confidence, leadership, and strong friendships within our youth 
community. We’re grateful to all the teens who joined us for this winter adventure and made the day truly 
memorable.
		 Up Next: Teens vs. Adults Basketball Game — MLK Day!
		 As we roll into the new year, we’re gearing up for one of our favorite annual traditions: the Teens vs. 
Adults Basketball Game on MLK Day, January 19th, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. This is always a fun, competi-
tive, and community-building event and bragging rights are definitely on the line.
		 Whether you're cheering from the sidelines or hitting the court, we hope to see you there!

		 Keesha Vigil 
		 Teen Program Manager
		 (360) 463-0681
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Learning Center
After School Program
Kasia Seymour -  Winter is upon us. 
		 We hope you all had happy holidays!
		 Santa visted Squaxin youth and their fam-
ilies this year at our annual youth Christmas party. 
We held the event from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at the Tu' 
Ha Buts Youth Center. The gym was decorated to 
look like a winter wonderland, and it was magical! 
It was great to see all the youth and their families 
enjoying the food and festivities. We want to thank 
all the sponsors, Squaxin Island Tribal Council and 
Skookum Creek Tobacco. Thank you to all those 
who helped;  we appreciate you.
		 On Monday, December 1st, youth got to 
bead the necklaces of their choice and go out to the 
playground to swing, slide, and have fun with their 
friends before it got too dark. 
		 On Thursday, December 4th, the youth got 
to create their very own Christmas tree ornaments 
made from cinnamon dough. Each youth got to take 
a piece of the dough and put their hand print into 
it for their family. This turned out cool and smelled 
great. 
		 On Friday, December 5th, the youth got to 
create a salted snowflake painting with water colors 
and salt. They also got to go swimming in the pool 
with their friends. 
		 On Wednesday, December 10th, the youth 
created their very own miniature wreaths made from 
Douglas fir branches, bows or bells, and pinecones. 	
		 On Monday December 8th, we made beaded 
earrings to gift to someone they care for, and they all 
did a fantastic job!
		 We had some fun winter activities planned 
during the week before the holiday break . . . Mon-
day, December 15th: gingerbread houses; Tuesday, 
December 16th: baking Christmas cookies; Wednes-
day, December 17th: DIY snowmen from socks and 
rice with felt noses and button eyes and mouth (they 
turned out adorable); Thursday, December 18th: 
Christmas movie night (we watched a movie that the 
youth voted for earlier that week.
		 Stay tuned for the upcoming after school cal-
endar in January and weekly schedule on our Face-
book page, Tu’ Ha Buts Youth Center or join our 
Remind app! Text SquaxinTYC to 81010 - The Re-
mind app will text our weekly hours and any urgent 
updates directly to your phones!

All the youth checking out the Chum salmon

Juniper with the chum ,Oakland, Hazel and AvaiahKinley on field trip at Kennedy Creek

Alaiyah, Nation, Junior, Danielle and Evi playing 
Monopoly in rec room

Toby, Matayla and Oakland during field trip to Ken-
nedy Creek shaking hands

Youth during Kennedy Creek Field Trip in Nov

Lily and Eliza making mini button blankets

Ziya enjoying Kennedy Creek
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Learning Center



Health Clinic

S q u a x i n  I s l a n d  T r i b e  -  K l a h - C h e - M i n  N e w s l e t t e r  -  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6  -  P a g e  1 2

The health clinic currently doesn’t have DSHS onsite, 
but Tribal members can call 

253-719-3208 
or 

360-968-9078 
to get help with services.
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Health Clinic
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Community

1/1
Aaron Nathaniel Evans 
Jessica Kaye Solano 

1/2 
Patrick Allen Braese 
Sydney Marie Tuso 

1/3 
Nohea Robinson-Black 

1/4 
Aaron Matthew Raven Peters 
Elias Dade Coley 
Halia Marie Cooper-Lewis 

1/5 
Christopher Wade Stewart 
Two Hawks Krise Young 
Lincoln Villanueva 

1/6
 Moses Elijah Kruger 
Samantha Ackerman 
Sherry Lynn Haskett 

1/7
Charlene Holly Blueback 
Kaleb Darrell Krise 
Melissa Rose Dawn Whitener 
Zachery Gene Clark 

1/8 
Francis Arnold Cooper Jr.
Melanie Evelyn Sequak 
Shila Mae BlueBack 

1/9
Deanna Mary Hawks 
Emmalee Georgena James 
Janita Lee Raham 

1/10 
Isaac John Ackerman 
Samantha Shantelle Armas 
Stephanie Michele Peters 

1/11 
Anthony Joe Armas 
Cassidy Jade Gott 
Emilie Burgain 
Lolyta Jean Johns 
Patricia Johnna Green 
Seilyah Hernandez-Smith 

1/13 
Connie Renee Grover 
Julian Felix De La Cruz 
Marvin Eugene Campbell Jr.

1/14 
John Edward Penn 
Sheena Marie Lewis Glover 

1/15 
Ashton Ryder Coble 
Jesse Raymond James 
Kayla Keniston 

1/16 
Imalee Rose Tom 

1/17 
Barbara Eileen Cleveland 
Charlotte Sky Bradley 
Tristan Isaiah Coley 
Whitney Amber Jones 

1/18 
David Norman Dorland 
John Alan Ackerman 

1/19 
Emily Ruth Whitener 

1/20 
David Michael Bear Lewis 
Jadha Ann James 
Leonard William Hawks III
Santana Lee Krise 

1/21 
Jacob Wesley Campbell 
Traci Lynn Lopeman 

1/22 
Shawnell Lynn McFarlane 

1/23 
Keona Anahoi Rocero 
Linda Kay Jones 

1/24 
Jeremy Turner Sigo 
Miguel Jordan Saenz-Garcia 

1/25 
Adonis Micheal Bradley 
Jace Liam Merriman 
Margaret Catherine Henry 
Percina Erin Bradley 

1/26 
Dakodah Delaney Vigil 
Jayda Evelyn Leigh Hawks 
Nutella Natt Obi 
Robert Charles Lacefield 

1/27 
Alohna Jean Clark 
Amanda Rose Salgado 
Cheryl Rae Melton 
Guy Tatum Cain 

1/29 
Sharleina Elizabeth Henry 

1/30 
Buck Gene Clark Jr.
Mallie Moon-Ray Sanchez 
Storm Bay Sigo 

1/31 
Brandon Lee Stewart 
Nikolai Abraham Cooper 
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Elders | Community

LIHEAP						      January 12

GENERAL BODY MEETING			   January 17

CERVICAL CANCER AWARENESS EVENT	 January 20

CERVICAL CANCER AWARENESS BINGO	 January 22

WIC					    			   January 5

DIAPER DISTRIBUTION	 			   January 9
		
USDA				   			   January 9

COURT
Criminal 			   January 27	 Beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Civil Court			   January 27	 Beginning at 11:00 a.m.

Elders Menu   
Fruit and salad at every meal

THURSDAY 8:
Baked Chicken, Rice Pilaf, 
Green Beans

THURSDAY 15:
Baked Potato Bar, Spinach

THURSDAY 22:
BBQ Ribs, Mac-N-Cheese,
Asparagus

THURSDAY 29:
Fajitas

WEDNESDAY 7:
Sandwich Bar, Chips

WEDNESDAY 14:
Chicken Broccoli Alfredo

WEDNESDAY 21:
Stuffed Bell Peppers

WEDNESDAY 28:
Tuna Sandwiches

MONDAY 5: 
Tomato Soup, Roast Beef Sandwiches

MONDAY 12: 
Tator Tot Casserole, Corn

MONDAY 19: 
Stroganoff, Brussel Sprouts

MONDAY 26: 
Enchilada Casserole, Black Beans

TUESDAY 6: 
Clam Chowder, Crackers

TUESDAY 13: 
Minestrone Soup, Biscuits

TUESDAY 20 
Baked Potato Soup, 
Turkey Sandwiches

TUESDAY 27:
Broccoli Cheddar Soup



AA Meeting 
Wednesdays

 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
Elders Building


