
  SQUAXIN ISLAND TRIBAL  
COUNCIL MEETING  

October 9, 2014 
 

Attendance: 
Tribal Council Dave Lopeman Chairman  

Arnold Cooper Vice Chairman  
Andy Whitener Treasurer  

     Pete Kruger, Sr. Secretary  
Whitney Jones 1st Council Member  

     Jim Peters  2nd Council Member  
Vince Henry, Sr. 3rd Council Member (absent) 

 
Legal Counsel  Dave Babcock 
Tribal Administrator  Don Whitener 
Intergovernmental Liaison Ray Peters 
Recording Secretary  Melissa Puhn 

  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Arnold Cooper moved to approve the October 9, 2014 Council Agenda.  Jim Peters seconded the 
motion. The motion carried five (5) in favor and zero (0) against.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Arnold Cooper moved to approve the September 11, 2014 Minutes. Jim Peters seconded the motion. 
The motion carried five (5) in favor and zero (0) against.  
 
TRAVEL REPORTS AND PLANS 

 
October 13-17: Native American Fish & Wildlife, Coeur d’Alene, Pete and Arnold will attend. 
October 13-17: Washington DC, Jim and Ray will attend. 
October 18: Capital Land Trust Shellfish Feast Fundraiser. Council will buy four tickets, Jim will attend. 
October 20: Dinner with Olympia City Council, LCCR, 6pm in Grand Ballroom A. 
October 26-31: NCAI, Atlanta GA. Andy, Whitney and Ray will attend.  
November 5-6: Tribal DNR Summit, Swinomish. Andy, Arnold, Pete and Jim will attend. 
    
TRIBAL CHAIRMAN UPDATE 
 
NAFOA Membership: Whitney Jones asked if Squaxin could renew its former membership since 
NAFOA (Native American Financial Officers Association) does a lot of quality work that benefits the 
Tribe.  The cost is high, but after recently attending the NAFOA Conference and seeing everything we 
get from it, she feels that being a member outweighs the cost. Ray added that they offer great 
information to tribes at the conferences they host, it really is good training. The membership dues are 
$5000 annually. The dues are on a calendar year, so she recommended becoming a member in January.  
Council agreed with becoming a member. Whitney will get the information to Melissa for processing.    
    
Lines of Communication: Whitney asked if there is an official way of getting information out to 
Council.  For example, when something comes up or changes that Council may need to know about, 
how do they get notified?  She knows it would be difficult to determine what information or notices 
would be of interest. Arnold shared that he had also discussed this with Dave earlier about “being the last 
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person to know” and maybe a council directive to all entities to let Council know.  As Council, they need 
to know everything that is going on.  Whitney suggested that maybe she could do asking, but still 
wondered about a better notification process. Arnold added that even just a phone call to Council would 
suffice.  Jim thinks it’s a great idea, and knows in the past Council has sent out letters to directors stating 
that if anything comes up, that Council might need to know about, to inform Council. This would help 
Council Members field questions from the community better.  Jim suggested to set up a process to let 
Don or Dave know, and they can give a heads-up of something happening that may result in calls from 
tribal members. 
 
Don stated, that he can do that, but wondered if Council will become inundated with too much 
information.  If that is what Council wants, Don will have Melissa send frequent emails out explaining 
what is going on.  Ray stated that in the past, the executives would get together and information would 
get dissipated out.  It might be worth reminding the Directors to let Don know of any breaking news or 
any upcoming events.  
 
State Proposal to cut TANF funds: Whitney recently attended a meeting at Quinault for the TANF 
Program, as SPIPA is the grantee agency for the TANF programs.  The meeting was regarding the state 
budget system and the proposal to cut state TANF MOE funds by 50%.  The state ranked that cut as a 
last resort, but tribes are still highly concerned since it went out without consultations with the tribes.  
Quinault Tribe drafted a letter and resolution to send to the Governor requesting a consultation.  
Whitney prepared and handed out a letter and resolution from Squaxin, if Council will consider having 
the Chairman sign.  Whitney presented Resolution #14-69 which requests that the Washington State 
DSHS withdraw its proposal to reduce Tribal TANF State MOE Funding for the 2015-2017 Budget. 
Arnold moved to approve the resolution. Jim seconded. The motion carried five (5) in favor and zero (0) 
against. Council also approved the letter to accompany the resolution, to be sent to Governor Inslee.   
 
Fish Consumption Update: Jim Peters shared that the Governor came out with a proposed draft 
ruling, which still ties with reducing toxins.  Jim has spoken with a number of reporters, which he 
reported to both Dave and Don on earlier.  There has been a lot of interest in this issue, and a lot of 
support for public health.  Staff are still reviewing the technical changes, and Jim stated that the 
recommendation was to make a federal rule propagation.  Jim has brought this topic up at a few 
community meetings and there seemed to be a lot of interest. He would like to offer transportation to 
hearings, for tribal members to attend.  Or even write up some talking points if a tribal member would 
like to speak at a hearing.  Jim would like to get the hearing schedule published in the newspaper or even 
maybe a hotline for NR to allow tribal members to call to get hearing information.   
 
Jim also added that he was able to get the Commission Staff to make some packets regarding the Fish 
Consumption Rate issue, which he handed out. He will provide these packets to delegation as well. These 
packets shows the history of the Fish Consumption Rate issue from day one.  
 
Dave shared that last week Andy brought up the State Hatchery funding issues.  Dave would like to see 
the tribe do everything in its power to keep the hatcheries open.  Coulter Creek is Squaxin area.  He 
would like to see the tribe fund the hatcheries, and see Squaxin members running them. Don asked, why 
is it only tribes that care about fish?  Why are hatcheries a budget issue?  Don would like to see a public 
announcement asking the state why they are cutting this form their budget, and why it’s only the Tribes 
that seem to care.  Jim added how the tribe already has stepped up by funding a staff member at the 
Coulter Creek Hatchery. He feels that if the tribe can take the hatchery over, so be it. It would be great to 
have Squaxin members running it. 
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TRIBAL ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 
Don introduced the new TGA Director, BJ Whitener.  BJ shared that it’s good to be back, he started 
about three weeks ago. He shared that the Commission is running really well, and surveillance is doing 
outstanding. The agents do a good job. He shared that Squaxin treats their staff well, and his staff seem 
to be happy.  Arnold asked BJ to report back to council on a quarterly basis, unless something urgent 
comes up.   
 
Joe Seymour came by. He shared that he is currently attending The Evergreen State College. His bag was 
recently stolen from one of his classes.  He is asking for assistance in replacement cost, which is $225.  
He said that he missed the deadline for the Education Commission funding, so he is paying for his 
tuition out of pocket. He does not have the funds to replace his bag and books that were in it.  Council 
decided to support his request, but via One Percent and will do the full “tuition assistance donation” of 
$1,000 since Joe is eligible for funding.  
 
TRIBAL LIAISON UPDATE 
 
Ray showed the mapping program that Josh Whitener has helped put together. It shows parcel 
information and boundaries as well as properties owned by Squaxin and their trust status.  Ray showed 
the McDonald Properties that border the golf course and the back end of the reservation.   
 
Josh explained that he can send Council the link to this website so they can access it at any time.  
 
Ray brought up to Council a five acre piece (Shipman) that borders the Golf Course and Hurley Waldrip.  
Council approved him to look in to that piece.     
 
Land Buy-Back Program: Ray has been meeting and participating in conference calls. He has set up 
two informational meetings with willing sellers.  The appraisals are in and the offers will be sent out 
Monday. The program is dealing with issues from other tribes: when the allotment act went in to place, 
the restricted fee lands are still in trust as the individual tribal members, but designated as restricted fee 
status.  This was moving forward until a problem was recently discovered, because of the trust land 
designation that was put on the allotments when the trust land was documented.  
 
Political Donations: Ray handed out a list of recommended political donations to make this fall.  He 
shared the reasons why a donation should be made to each individual.  Senator Cantwell is hosting a 
“Women of Valor” event, which he suggested Council should donate $500 to.  These are all FY15 
donations.  Ray tracks the donations and can reference back to what was contributed over the last few 
years.  The approved list is as follows:  $1500 for Congressman Kilmer, $1500 for Congressman Heck, 
$950 for House Democratic Campaign Committee, $500 for Washington Senate Democratic Campaign, 
$500 for Sherry Appleton, $500 for Speaker Frank Chopp, $500 for Hans Dunshee, $500 for Joe 
Fitzgibbon, $500 for Kathy Haigh, $500 for Drew Hansen, $500 for Kristine Lytton, $500 for Drew 
MacEwan, $500 for David Sawyer, $500 for JT Wilcox, $500 for Nathan Schlicher, $500 for Senator 
Sharon Nelson and $500 for Senator Tim Sheldon. The grand total is $10,950 towards political donations 
this fall.  
 
Cushman Contract: Kevin Lyon had prepared an extension for the Jeanne Cushman contract. Last year 
her contract increased from $4,000/month to $4,500/month.  Arnold asked for her to report to Council 
to share what she does for the Tribe and others agreed. Ray stated that once the legislative session comes 
in she can give a monthly report that he can share it with Council.  Ray added that in the next few weeks, 
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Jeanne will meet with specific directors on any issues that need to be brought to the legislature. Jeanne 
has a good demeanor and a good rapport with legislatures.  Council stated that they want to have Jeanne 
herself come in and report.  
 
Ray gave an update from Thurston First Bank and how the amended loan terms will reduce the monthly 
loan payment. They will send an acknowledgement letter on the new terms. There were is no refinance 
fees, there is a huge savings per month on interest.  The golf course is doing well, which is why we were 
able to do the amendment. 
   
ENROLLMENT 
 
Dave Babcock presented for Tammy Ford, the following enrollment resolutions: 
 Resolution #14-70: Alex Paul Anderson 
 Resolution #14-71: Avary Marie Jimmie 
 
Jim Peters moved to approve the two enrollments.  Arnold Cooper seconded the motion. The motion 
carried four (4) in favor and zero (0) against (Andy was out of the room).      
  
LEGAL / ICW 
 
Deanna Warren and Dave Babcock presented an ICW case in Executive Session.  Coming out of 
Executive Session, Council approved the recommendation of the Family Wellness Team.   
 
TRIBAL MEMBER CONCERN 
 
Vicki Kruger was in and asked if enrollment could be on the agenda for January General Body Meeting.  
She hopes that the enrollment moratorium can be reconsidered.  
 
Council went in to Executive Session to discuss another concern of Vicki’s.  
 
Council unanimously decided to close the TANF Building, until the final mold test results came back. 
 
Terri Capoeman came in to discuss an issue with Council, in Executive Session.  
 
Council was unable to grant her request.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:00. 
 


