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SQUAXIN ISLAND TRIBAL COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES 
May 13, 2021 

 
Attendance:   

Tribal Council   Kristopher Peters  Chairman  
Charlene Krise  Vice Chair  
Vicki Kruger   Treasurer 
Jeremie Walls  Secretary 
Andy Whitener 1st Council Member  
David Whitener, Jr.  2nd Council Member 
Vince Henry, Sr.  3rd Council Member 

 
Tribal Administrator  Marvin Campbell 
Operations Director  Erika Thale 
Tribal Liaison   Ray Peters 
Recording Secretary   Melissa Puhn 

 
Chairman Kris Peters called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. Marvin Campbell offered the 
prayer. Tribal Council introduced themselves in Lushootseed. Kris welcomed Marvin as the 
new Council Treasurer.  
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
Andy would like to provide a heads up on the Golf Course. Maybe discuss this later, but 
would like to include Ramon on the conversation.  
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
March 25, 2021 Council Meeting, March 29, 2021 Special Meeting, April 15, 2021 Council 
Meeting. 
 

Motion: Approval of Council Agenda.  Motion moved by Vince Henry and motion 
seconded by Jeremie Walls. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion: Approval of March 25, March 29 and April 15 Council Minutes. Motion 
moved by Vince Henry and motion seconded by Jeremie Walls. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

Travel Reports & Plans  
 

May 17: Tribal Leaders Social Services Council.  
May 24-27:     ATNI Mid-Year Convention. Kris, David 
June 7:  MLRC Golf Tournament 
June 20-24: NCAI Mid Year Conference, virtual 
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August 13: Billy Frank Jr Classic -sponsor request 
 
Kris brought up the MLRC Golf Tournament, and Andy stated that Council has two teams. 
Usually, one of the team is filled by Natural Resources and the other is filled by Council. 
Charlene added that yes, Council usually does allow NR to fill a team since they do so much 
work for the MLRC. Jeremie asked if Andy and David are putting in their own teams. Andy 
stated that no, there are so many teams on a waiting list, that he was asked to not put in his 
own pro team; and allow outside members to fill the teams. David shared that he is not on 
his own team, but playing on a sponsored team. Council will sponsor two teams.  
 
Billy Frank Jr. Classic also needs a sponsorship. Something to keep in mind is allowing staff 
to participate instead of Council.  
 
Council Discussion  
 
COVID Travel Restrictions: Kris wanted to bring up and look at the concerns of travel 
restrictions. He wants to entertain the idea of modifying the travel restrictions slightly. Such 
as driving versus flying or traveling to another state with different restrictions. Jeremie 
added that it should depend on where the employee is going, play it case by case. One of the 
examples is driving to Portland would require a five day quarantine. David suggested 
tracking the "hot spots" and potentially requiring restrictions for those areas. Charlene 
agrees and felt that with many staff and tribal members being vaccinated, she is okay with 
allowing some leniency to those who need to travel out of state. 
 
Marvin added that the rapid tests are not administered until after five days, since your body 
does not show antibodies for three to five days. He added that airplanes are the most 
dangerous places to catch COVID currently. He wants to be mindful of several different 
variants, for example, who will track "hot spots." It also will get hard to manage if its case by 
case, especially since there might be issues with staff not being honest with their travels. He 
understands the five day quarantine is tough to manage for staff and managers. 
 
Vince shared that he is still on the cautious side and has a lot of uncertainties. Andy 
suggested to send this back to the COVID Team to discuss this.  
 
Erika added that the COVID Team did discuss this at the meeting yesterday. They talked 
about riding in an airplane versus driving in a car and are considering differentiating the 
two. Kris asked about being vaccinated or now, if that makes a difference. The issue is there 
are still break through cases and vaccinated individuals can still carry the virus. 
 
Marvin added that the variant that is taking over India, is three times more transmissible 
than the latest variant. He doesn't want to panic over India, because they are handling this 
quite different than everyone else, but the variant that is spreading out of India is highly 
contagious and is spreading into other countries.  
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Kris went back to the discussion, currently what is happening is if you travel out of state, 
after a 5 day quarantine, take a rapid test and return to work. Versus driving out of state, he 
feels its safer and potentially not have the quarantine period.  
 
Erika will work on formalizing that.  
 

Task: Formalizing the potential change in COVID travel restrictions: flying versus 
driving. Assigned to: Erika Thale 

 
Boards, Commissions & Committees  
 
SPIPA Board: moving Marvin from alternate to position, who does Council want to appoint 
as the alternate. Marvin recommended Charlene Abrahamson. Create a resolution for the 
next meeting. 
 
IEI Board: Marvin currently is on the Board, but there is only room for one Council 
Member. That position will be advertised. 
 
Tobacco Board: there is a vacancy that needs to be filled. Melissa will meet with Mike 
Ariaza to advertise for that. 
 
This discussion will be tabled for later. Gather the positions and present. 
 

Task: Compile community vacancies and positions that were vacated by Vicki. 
Assigned to: Melissa Puhn 
 
Task: Prepare updated SPIPA and IEI appointment resolution. Assigned to: Melissa 
Puhn 

 
Talking Circle Date: Kris would like to schedule a Talking Circle for July, outside like the 
ballfield or Collier House. Council is good with mid-July. There is not a Canoe Journey this 
year, although some tribes are offering a "no host" journey this year. Vince asked about the 
shape of the canoes and knows that they need maintenance. Charlene shared that the 
carvers were reached out and the damaged canoe is taken seriously. A damaged canoe is 
major in the cultural society. They are still working on fixing the damaged canoe and will 
get it taken care of.  
 
Kris will work with Erika and Melissa on setting up a meeting.  
 

Task: Schedule, plan and advertise July Talking Circle. Assigned to: Erika  Thale, 
Melissa Puhn 

 
General Body Questions: Kris would like to handle this the same as the Winter General 
Body questions. Triage them and have staff address the questions that came up, and share 
with the community by this summer.  
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Task: May General Body Q&A Triage. Assigned to: Erika  Thale, Kris Peters, Marvin 
Campbell 

 
General Body Recording: Kris would like to work with DIS on creating a secure portal for 
tribal members to access and view the meeting recording. He asked if anyone has any 
concerns over that. Andy shared that he does have some concerns on sharing this 
information on the internet; once it's out, it's out, regardless of security. Jeremie likes the 
transparency, but also understands Andys concern.  
 
Kris will work with DIS on the best want to handle this. 
 

Task: Work with DIS on options to share the General Body Meeting recording. 
Assigned to: Marvin Campbell 

 
Sgwi Gwi: Erika shared that this year Sgwi Gwi will be held at the Drive-In. Council is being 
asked to do a video recording again this year, wishing the graduates best wishes. They are 
looking at renting a stage, but still working out details. Will have more information as the 
date gets closer. Kris would prefer that Council be in person instead of a recording.  
 
June 17 will be Sgwi Gwi. The details are still being worked through, but it will be really 
nice.  
 
Erika will keep Council posted on details. 
 
Operations Director Update, Erika Thale 
 
COVID Update: Erika Thale shared that the Clinic has administered to date 930 complete 
vaccines, and 910 first doses. They are doing really well in handling the vaccines and 
administering them to anyone who would like one. Jeremie asked about the booster vaccine 
and asked about the 12-15 year olds that are now allowed to receive the vaccine. 
 
Vince asked if the clinic has been able to reach out to the homeless community. Erika stated 
that yes, Parks & Rec and Family Services have assisted with that and many of the homeless 
have been vaccinated. That effort will continue. 
 
Vitamin packs will be distributed by the Clinic to help with preventative maintenance. Parks 
& Rec will be distributing those this afternoon. Those packs include Vitamin D, Vitamin C 
and Zinc; those are the main vitamins that will help with COVID.  
 
The Chehalis Tribe is offering the Pfizer Vaccine for 12-17 year olds for anyone who would 
like to receive it. This has been advertised on the Scoop, Facebook and website. Much like 
the other vaccines, this has a shelf life so appointments need to be kept once made. The 
Squaxin Clinic is looking at the feasibility of offering that vaccine, but it is readily available 
elsewhere.  
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Marvin added that this vaccine is approved for emergency only, so there can not be a public 
requirement for it. Such as public schools, since this is an emergency approval, public 
schools cannot require it. Erika added from an employer stance, its an ongoing conversation 
and whether or not its infringing in rights and privacy of employees.  
 
ERA Update / Timeline: Emergency Rental Assistance is going well. The involved 
departments met with Moss Adams yesterday to review the policy and received some 
suggestions. Looking to start advertising the opportunity next week and will be in the 
Scoop, website, mailout, door hangers, etc.  
 
Jeremie asked about restrictions and qualifications. Erika stated that they will share an FAQ 
and eligibilities with the advertisement. This will be a great opportunity for the community.  
 
Summer Youth Programs: Preparing for Summer Youth and Summer Rec this year. With 
all of the safety precautions this year, they are hoping to have a somewhat normal program 
from June 30-August 6. Taking the same protocols and keeping families and neighborhoods 
in the same groups. Planning a lot of outdoor activities for the summer. Will be installing 
large tents in the ball field and the Community Kitchen parking lot for meals.  
 
Parks & Rec have gotten an outdoor projector for outdoor movie nights for the summer.  
Vince brought up the traveling totem pole. Kris stated that a totem pole is traveling to 
Washington DC from Lummi. Council felt that Squaxin needs to represent the event that is 
happening this Saturday. Charlene and Vince will both be present.  
 
Andy wanted to discuss the golf course, as the Chairman of the Golf Committee. They are 
currently receiving bids for new golf carts, and will need a final decision. There also is a 
third party involved who would like to purchase the old carts. Andy wanted to give a heads 
up that this is coming and a decision will be wanted soon.  
 
Tribal Liaison Update  
 
Ray shared that he is working with Port Blakey and the process is moving forward. He has 
been working closely with Natural Resources and Clam Fresh and the Bishop Family. He has 
been working through the process with everyone involved.  
 
Columbia Bank is working on the load documents for closing on the property; those will be 
received sometime next week for review. 
 
Fee to Trust: Ray is working with Nate Schreiner and Esther Fox on the Fee to Trust 
process for a parcel in Tumwater. Ray has been working closely on this piece and will 
continue to move that forward. The current administration will allow this process to be 
streamlined. 
 
Investments: Ray would like to meet with the new Council Treasurer to review the 
investments and invite him to the quarterly meetings.  
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Appropriations: There are two major requests in. Each office has priority to advance 
request. The tribes water connection request made it to priority and is currently in Senator 
Murray's office. Also has Highway 108 safety project submitted that will include a round-a-
bout and crosswalks near Salish Cliffs Drive. This would allow for pre-engineering funds for 
that project.  
 
Ray feels it would be beneficial for Kris and any other Council Members to travel to DC this 
summer for appropriation meetings.  
 
He will be on a Treasury Call this afternoon pertaining to funding for tribes. The call today 
will talk about allowable expenses, which will be much more flexible and will help cover 
lost revenue.  
 
Ray shared that Nate will have a resolution for the Tumwater Property for Councils 
consideration. 
 
Marvin thanked Ray for all of the information and funding that Ray has researched to 
obtain. He added that something that was submitted in 2017 is finally being awarded for a 
partial funding, thanks to Rays efforts. He commended Ray for all of his persistence with 
finding funding for tribal projects. 
 
Ray and Andy will discuss PUD 1 in Executive Session at the end of the day. 
 
WIGA: Ray brought up the fund that is being set up with WIGA to fight sports betting. 
Council would like to discuss with Ramon a contribution amount for that fund. David shared 
that with the last WIGA Meeting, there were discussions around strategies and ideas for 
this. Ray added that in the past, WIGA would use the Washington gambling figures and 
showing what tribal gaming contributes to the economy. WIGA will reach out to the tribes 
for those numbers; Ray stated that since it is sensitive information, they try to get an 
aggregate number showing what the tribal gaming industry provides to the economy. WIGA 
will be seeking input on that data soon and Ray would like to be responsive to that. 
 
David added that the account being set up to fight sports betting, is being estimated to need 
to reach $25M. They are hoping to do some work ahead of time to plan for this. Ray would 
like to get WIGA on the Council agenda soon, like the next meeting.  
 
Ray will schedule WIGA on the next Council agenda. Kris thanked David and Ray for 
following this. David suggested scheduling them at the work session next week. Ray will do 
that.  
 

Task: Schedule WIGA on upcoming Council Meeting. Assigned to: Melissa Puhn, Ray 
Peters 
 

Natural Resources  
 
Resolution, Jeff Dickison 
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Timber Fish & Wildlife Grant Resolution 
 

Motion: Authorizing the Timber Fish & Wildlife Funding Proposal with the BIA. This 
is annual funding through the BIA.  

 
Motion moved by Jeremie Walls and motion seconded by Vince Henry. Motion 
carried. Resolution # 21-13 
 

Jeff shared that earlier this week Mason County passed the building regarding a Shellfish 
Protection District. NR has been working with this implementation in Oakland Bay the last 
several years. They have finally passed a resolution that pas passed the structure to 
combine all the shellfish protection units and access a levy on the properties within them. 
Those funds will be used to implement programs. This has been in the works for quite a 
while and he is happy that Mason County has finally taken this step. Now that this has been 
done, he would like to send a letter congratulating them and commit to helping them 
implement those plans. This will be a good opportunity to give them a pat on the back, and 
Jeff will present the letter once its drafted, but Kris to sign.  
 
Planning  
 
Resolution, Elizabeth Egan 
 
SPIPA Low Income Water Assistance Resolution 
 
New SPIPA Project for Water Assistance, modeled after LIHEAP. This will provide an 
avenue for low income households pay their water bill, run similarly to how LIHEAP is run. 
 

Motion: Authorizing SPIPA to administer the Water Assistance Grant. 
 

Motion moved by Andy Whitener and motion seconded by Jeremie Walls. Motion 
carried unanimously. Resolution # 21-14 
 

David asked Liz if they have looked in to grants to allow for families to access funds for 
broadband internet. She is monitoring that and knows that there is a new opportunity that 
Tracy Parker and Mitzie Whitener are tracking. She also added that there is another one 
that came out yesterday that is a Federal Emergency Program to help with internet funding. 
Planning is tracking these opportunities.  
 
Legal Update, Nathan Schreiner 
 
Nate would like to appoint David Whitener as the Council Representative with the Tribal 
Tax Advisory Group with Washington State. He provided a resolution formalizing that.  
 

Motion: Appointing David Whitener Jr to TTAC Group.  
Motion moved by Jeremie Walls and motion seconded by Vince Henry. Motion 
carried unanimously.  Resolution # 21-15 
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Motion: Fee to Trust application for the Tumwater Property.  
Motion moved by Jeremie Walls and motion seconded by Marvin Campbell. Motion 
carried unanimously. Resolution 21-25. 
 

Nate provided draft comments for the Federal Tax Advisory relating to General Welfare. 
Nate explained the draft comments which need to be addressed, but is due next week. 
Jeremie asked about this being a third party distribution and what the costs associated with 
it will be. Nate stated that there are many different options on costs which he explained. 
The deadline for comments are the end of next week. 
 
Jeremie added that he wishes this was shared with the community before a final decision 
gets made. Nate did prepare a draft survey that was distributed and pulled back a few 
months ago, he can revive that if that is Councils wishes. Kris wants to continue discussions. 
Kris suggested to adjourn for Executive Session and lunch break and will reconvene at 1pm.  
 
Executive Session  
 
ICW Case, David Babcock, Adirian Albillar 
Council considered Petition for Guardianship in case No SQI-CW-2020-0302.  The Council 
does not support guardianship at this time and recommends that the guardianship hearing 
be postponed for 3 months. 
 
Enrollment, Tammy Ford 
Tammy presented ten new enrollment applications that have been reviewed and approved 
by the Enrollment Committee.  
Council discussed doing enrollment in either Executive Session or Council Work Session.  
 

Motion: To approve all ten enrollment applications. 
 

Motion moved by Jeremie Walls and motion seconded by Vince Henry. Motion 
carried unanimously. Resolutions #21-16 through #21-25. 
 

Marvin added that the CDC just released that those who are vaccinated are now allowed to 
not wear their masks indoors. Marvin is leery of following the CDC immediately, he feels its 
more of a push to get vaccinated. He expects to hear from staff about this, but his 
expectation is to still require masks indoors. He still wants to remain cautious, especially for 
those who have underlying medical conditions that cannot receive the vaccine. He has no 
intention of allowing staff to remove their masks at the office. 
 
Tribal Gaming Update, Dallas Burnett 
 
Dallas was present to review his quarterly report to Council.  
 
Gaming Developments 
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Sports Wagering : Several Tribes have pushed forward with Compact Amendments to allow 
sports wagering. Little Creek is looking at adopting Suquamish’s Appendix to the Compact 
to allow sports wagering at Little Creek. Estimate time to full implementation January 2022. 
TMICS and SICS need to be finalized and approved. Integrity services obtained and 
processes developed. 
  
Gaming Floor has expanded with remodel of Buffet area. There are 700 Slot machines on 
the floor. 12 Table Games. 
 
WSGC and Legislative committee working on state wide problem gaming system offering 
options for tribes to participate. Self-Exclusions would be set to expire over a time schedule 
and not lifted through an adjudication process. 
 
Staff 
Tribal Gaming has 36 full time employees: 16.5 % are Squaxin Tribal Members, 16.5 % are 
other Tribal Members. Tribal Gaming has conducted several contact tracing investigations 
to ensure the safety of patrons and employees. ID scanning has assisted in several of these 
investigations. No staff have contracted COVID-19. Additional air filters were placed in 
surveillance area along with check in and cleaning protocols securely in place. 
 
Future Concerns or Events 
Strategic plan was updated for the loss of time dealing with impacts from the pandemic. 
Projects are moving slowly as we deal with additional safety concerns and changes in the 
casino. Increased hours at the Casino may challenge current level of staff.  
 
Crimes 
Implementation of ID verification has been very successful in reducing criminal behavior: 
Thefts down by 44%, found substances down by 48%, stolen vehicles down by 58%, calls to 
Law Enforcement decreased by over 59%. This reduces cost and resources. 
 
Dallas shared that the ID checks have resulted in a happier clientele and a cleaner 
environment. The decrease in crime has been incredible.  
 
They have installed license place recognition software that also have significantly decreased 
vehicle thefts. Kris would like marketing to take these stats and share the safety protocols 
that are happening, resulting in a cleaner and nicer environment. This would be great for 
marketing.  
 
Jeremie asked about the time blocks that hotel patrols are scheduled for using the pool and 
how they manage "no-shows" making the pool unavailable yet empty. Dallas stated that the 
Commission is currently reviewing the rules and process for the pool guidelines. He knows 
that other hotel pools are wide open and they are looking at different options.  
 
GUEST: Doug Mah & Associates  
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Brewery Park Tumwater Visitor Center: Doug Mah, Ron Thomas, John Freedman and 
Beth Dolgio were present to discuss the legislative appropriating for the Brewery Park 
Tumwater Visitor Center.  
 
Ron Thomas is the architect, John Freedman is the Executive Director of the Olympia 
Tumwater Foundation and Beth Dolgio.  
 
John and Ron went through the project and what it entails. John shared a little history of the 
Foundation, which started in 1953. The Olympia Brewery wanted to make a donation to the 
City of Tumwater, therefore the foundation was created to provide that avenue. The 
foundation generates about $2M to the local economy and over $2.3 million has been 
awarded to local schools and students. The Schmidt House was built in 1904 ad houses the 
archives and history of Tumwater. The Park at Tumwater Falls is privately owned by the 
Foundation and has been open since 1962. The land was gifted to the Foundation by the 
Olympia Brewing Company.  
 
They want to build a new visitor center in the park, which will replace the old facility, which 
was built in 1962. The total cost will be $7.5 million, with $3.5 million coming from 
legislature. The new building will compliment the expanded salmon hatchery and the 
Deschutes Valley Trail. The trail is designed to link the Pioneer Park with Tumwater Falls 
Park.  
 
The hatchery was completed in 2020 and completely funded by the Foundation. 
The visitor center will create event space in Thurston County. The revenue will help sustain 
the foundation operations and create new jobs. They plan to display and publicize the 
history of Tumwater Falls with exhibits to increase the indigenous peoples history.  
They would like to break ground in 2023/2024. They have received many letters of support 
for this project and have a lot of support. 
 
Ron thanked Council for the partnering over the last several years and look forward to a 
larger partnership moving forward. He shared the site plan and drawings of the new visitor 
and event center. Some of the areas he is hoping to partner with Squaxin in artwork and 
what story to tell for the area.  
 
Jeremie asked about the impact on the river. Ron shared that they will have good filtration 
and will be mindful and use best practices for protecting the area. Ron also shared that they 
have looked in to building a "net zero" building, however have not made any commitments. 
If they pursue that, the cost will be higher, but there may be funding available for that. He 
shared the idea of actually powering the building with hydro, using the river right in front.  
Vince shared that he likes this plan and would be another good opportunity for Squaxin to 
add their footprint to the Thurston County area.  
 
Charlene shared the historical importance of chemistry and the cultural information 
surrounding the Deschutes River. The river is culturally significant to Squaxin. She liked the 
idea of the "net zero" impact and could imagine everything coming together with the native 
artwork.  
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Doug shared that the Foundation needs this to be a successful project, and they are here 
today to share the good news of the appropriation they received, and to share their plans to 
include the cultural components, and to thank Squaxin for their ongoing support. He 
thanked Council for the time and opportunity for this meeting.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:09 p.m. 

 


