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RESOLUTION NO. 13-   LO   

of the 

SQUAXIN ISLAND TRIBAL COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, the Squaxin Island Tribal Council is the Governing Body of the Squaxin Island Tribe 
("Tribe" or "Borrower"), its members, its lands, its enterprises and its agencies by the authority of 
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Squaxin Island Tribe, as approved and adopted by the General 
Body and the Secretary of the Interior on July 8, 1965; and 

WHEREAS, under the Constitution, Bylaws and inherent sovereignty of the Tribe, the Squaxin 
Island Tribal Council is charged with the duty of protecting the health, security, education and 
general welfare of tribal members, and of protecting and managing the lands and treaty resources 
and rights of the Tribe; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe is a federally recognized Indian Tribe possessing reserved powers, 
including the powers of self-government; and 

WHEREAS, the Squaxin Island Tribal Council has been entrusted with the creation of ordinances 
and resolutions in order to fulfill their duty of protecting the health, security, education and general 
welfare of tribal members, and of protecting and managing the lands and treaty resources of the 
Tribe; and 

WHEREAS, the Squaxin Island Tribal Council is the Governing Body of the Squaxin Island 
Tribe, its members, its lands, its enterprises and its agencies by the authority of the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the Squaxin Island Tribe, as approved and adopted by the General Body and the 
Secretary of the Interior on July 8, 1965; and 

WHEREAS, the Squaxin Island Tribal Council finds that the protection of children from injury 
in automobile accidents is essential to the health and welfare of the Squaxin Island Tribe and its 
members. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Squaxin Island Tribal Council hereby adopts 
the following amendment to Title 9, Law and Order Code, Section 9.08 Vehicle Code: 
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Safety belts, use required — Penalties — Exemptions. 

(1) For the purposes of this section, "motor vehicle" shall be defined consistently with the term as 
defined in RCW 46.61.688: 

(a) This section does not apply to a vehicle occupant for whom no safety belt is available when all 
designated seating positions as required under 49 C.F.R. Part 571 are occupied. 

(b) Every person sixteen years of age or older operating or riding in a motor vehicle shall wear the 
safety belt assembly in a properly adjusted and securely fastened manner. 

(c) No person may operate a motor vehicle unless all child passengers under the age of sixteen 
years are either: (a) Wearing a safety belt assembly or (b) are securely fastened into an approved 
child restraint device. 

(d) A person violating this section shall be issued a notice of traffic infraction penalty in the amount 
of $100.00. A finding that a person has committed a traffic infraction under this section shall be 
contained in the driver's abstract but shall not be available to insurance companies or employers. 

(e) Failure to comply with the requirements of this section does not constitute negligence, nor may 
failure to wear a safety belt assembly be admissible as evidence of negligence in any civil action. 

(f) This section does not apply to an operator or passenger who possesses written verification from 
a licensed physician that the operator or passenger is unable to wear a safety belt for physical or 
medical reasons. 

(g) The Tribe may adopt rules exempting operators or occupants of farm vehicles, construction 
equipment, and vehicles that are required to make frequent stops from the requirement of wearing 
safety belts. 

Child passenger restraint required — Conditions — Exceptions — Penalty for violation --
Dismissal -- Noncompliance not negligence. 

(1) Whenever a child who is less than sixteen years of age is being transported in a motor vehicle 
that is in operation and that is required by RCM,' 46.37.510 to be equipped with a safety belt system 
in a passenger seating position, or is being transported in a neighborhood electric vehicle or 
medium-speed electric vehicle that is in operation, the driver of the vehicle shall keep the child 
properly restrained as follows: 

(a) A child must be restrained in a child restraint system, if the passenger seating position equipped 
with a safety belt system allows sufficient space for installation, until the child is eight years old, 
unless the child is four feet nine inches or taller, in the following mariner: (i) Infants and 
toddlers must be in rear-facing car seats until at least 2 years of old or until they reach the highest 
weight or height allowed by the manufacturer of the car seat. (ii) Children age 2 years or older, 
or those younger than 2 years who have outgrown the rear-facing seat must. use a forward facing 
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car seat with a harness for as long as possible, up to the highest weight or height allowed by the 
manufacturer of the car seat. 

(iii) 	All children who have outgrown the forward-facing car seat must use a belt- 
positioning booster until seat until the vehicles lap-and-shoulder seat belt fits properly, typically 
when they reach 4'9"tall, and are between 8 and 12 years of age. 

The child restraint system must comply with standards of the United States department of 
transportation and must be secured in the vehicle in accordance with instructions of the vehicle 
manufacturer and the child restraint system manufacturer. 
(b) A child who is eight years of age or older or four feet nine inches or taller shall be properly 
restrained with the motor vehicle's safety belt properly adjusted and fastened around the child's 
body or an appropriately fitting child restraint system. 
(c) The driver of a vehicle transporting a child who is under thirteen years old shall transport the 
child in the back seat positions in the vehicle where it is practical to do so. 
(2) Enforcement of subsection (1) of this section is subject to a visual inspection by law 
enforcement to determine if the child restraint system in use is appropriate for the child's individual 
height, weight, and age. The visual inspection for usage of a child restraint system must ensure 
that the child restraint system is being used in accordance with the instruction of the vehicle and 
the child restraint system manufacturers. The driver of a vehicle transporting a child who is under 
thirteen years old shall transport the child in the back seat positions in the vehicle where it is 
practical to do so. 
(3) A person violating subsection (1) of this section may be issued a notice of traffic infraction 
penalty in the amount of $100.00. If the person to whom the notice was issued presents proof of 
acquisition of an approved child passenger restraint system or a child booster seat, as appropriate, 
within seven days to the jurisdiction issuing the notice and the person has not previously had a 
violation of this section_dismissed, thejuliscliction_shall-dismiss-the notiet-oftaffic—irifraction. 	 
(4) Failure to comply with the requirements of this section shall not constitute negligence by a 
parent or legal guardian. Failure to use a child restraint system shall not be admissible as evidence 
of negligence in any civil action. 
(5) This section does not apply to: (a) For hire vehicles, (b) vehicles designed to transport sixteen 
or less passengers, Ilicluding the driver, operated by auto transportation companies, as defined in 
RCW 81.63.010,  (c) vehicles providing customer shuttle service between parking, convention, and 
hotel facilities, and airport terminals, and (d) school buses. 
(6) As used in this section, "child restraint syscem" means a child passenger restraint system that 
meets the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards set forth in 49 C.F.R. 571.213. 
(7) The'requirernents of sUbsection (I) of this section do not apply in any seating position where 
there is only a lap belt available and the child weighs more than forty pounds. 



     

 

Attested b :( , 

 

     

Pete Kruger Sr., S retary 

old Coo er, Vice 	airman 
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CERTIFICATION 

The Squaxin Island Tribal Council hereby certifies that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at 
the regular meeting of the Squaxin Island Tribal Council, held on this  1'i-day of  5eff   , 2013, 
at which time a quorum was present and was passed by a vote of  CO   for and  Q  against, 
with  0   abstentions. 
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