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JUSTIFICATION NARRATIVE

FOR PURCHASE OF ’
SQUA IN ISLAND TRIBAL CENTER KAMILCHE
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- Squaxin Islandywas designated a%a@n Indian Reservaflon by the Medicine

Creek Treaty o?‘Deceqber 26, I854”“%Squax:n 1$hand "is located in Mason
County,, five mi'ls q§n of Olympla Washington. The Island is slightly
over fggr miles loné\ ang varles from somewhat over three Tenfhs of a mlle
1o almosfgnlne +enTh§30F*a mitfe in wxdfﬂ‘ : -
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Most of The‘ ndian people who once lived ' on the lsland have returned To
the Skookum Iplet area (Kamajche)bbecause;of adverse ‘fiving conditions.

There ‘is no electricity on The lsland and "no developed<domestic water
?e Jeached by *poat, a condition

source. Furthermore, Theélsland may only b
which compl icates +he Transporfafaon of school children and working
people, especially during The wither mdnths. AT +the .present time, no
Indian people . live year around on the Island, houever some fam:lles do
spend time there in the summer monThs. P A

The maJor|Ty of the enrolied members of The*Squaxxn leand Tribe live in
twenty-four homes in +the Kamilche vicinity, ‘a_small communsTy on the -

mainland, ten miles southwest of SquaX|n Jsland
M"’M% }“)5 '\ ; .
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BACKGROUND : 5

The Indian population of The Kamilche VLlIage reallzed +he need for
establishing a facility fo effectively deal with:the affairs-of, Thelr :

A physical facility with an adequate amounf of floor space is
rerlecTave of a

iribe.
necessary 1o insure the continuation.of vital progranms,
progressive Indian socxeTy. , i v % S
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The opportunity o acqunre*such a STrucTure then” presented itself: iin the

-----

form of the Kamilche Valley” Schoo! and properTy adJacenT To the schoo!
- A, 3

(3.91 acres). A .
v . ;s\

The Kamilche Valley School had been used in the past for Trlbal affanrs

(i.e., Tribal Council meetings, General Council meetings, ...%), educa-
‘adylt Indian education, T.. ), and

Tional programs (i.e., summer school,
During that use period .we noted that The sfrucfure

recreation programs.
was well suited for the purposes and needs of +the Tribe, both now afd.. dn H
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the projected future.




Kamilche Valley School
Page 2

‘Today the Kamilche Valley School is being rented by the Squaxin Island
Indian Tribe, and on June 28, 1974 our Business Office will move into

the building. Not only is there room for our Business Office, there is room
room for our coming Manpower program, our proposed Squaxin Island Enter-
prises project, and our Low Rental Housing project. Then there is room

lett over for any other economic development programs, as prescribed by

cur Qverall Economic Development Program. : ‘

The Tribe's capacity for providing meaningful récreafional outlets for
its active youth would receive a substantial boost through the acquisition
of the property adjacent to the school itself, which includes a soft-bal |

field, and playground equipment.

In sum, the centralization of the various administrative units, to the
projects now underway at Squaxin |sland, woud provide a more convenient
and efficient operation in which to manage our Tribal affairs. The fact
that this structure can serve as a community center only tends to jncrease

its value to our Tribe.

 PURPOSE:
With respect to the foregoing narrative, .the Squaxin Island Tribe requests
your support in helping the Tribe fo acquire a grant in the amount of
$35,000. ~ ‘ i
The grant will provide financing, in the amount of $30,000, to purchase the
Kamilche Valley School and related property (3.91 acres), from the Sheltfon

School District #309. The remaining $5,000.of the grant will be used for
the repair and renovation of the property, as deemed necessary.

The Squaxin Island Tribe would appreciate any Iimmediate action on this
proposal. We remain :

/espectfully yours,
 THE SQUAXIN ISLAND TRIBE
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Florence Sigo ~ Chairmaf
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Calvin J. Pe':;% ~- Business Manager
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